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that he should request the right to visit that
companion in the hospital, to make medical
decisions for him or to benefit from tax laws
governing inheritance.

How dare he? you say. These outrageous
request would threaten the very existence of
your family, would undermine the sanctity
of marriage.

You use religion to abdicate your responsi-
bility to be thinking human beings. There
are vast numbers of religious people who find
you attitudes repugnant. God is not for the
privileged majority, and God knows my son
has committed no sin.

The deep-thinking author of a letter to the
April 12 Valley News who lectures about ho-
mosexual sin and tells us about ‘‘those of us
who have been blessed with the benefits of a
religious upbringing’’ asks: ‘‘What ever hap-
pened to the idea of striving . . . to be better
human beings than we are?’’

Indeed, sir, what ever happened to that?
(Sharon Underwood lives in White River

Junction, VT)

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR.
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2000

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, May
18, I was unable to cast a vote for final pas-
sage on H.R. 4205, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for FY 2001 and 6 amend-
ments.

For rollcall vote No. 202, the Skelton
amendment, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 203, the Sanchez
amendment, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 204, the Moakley
amendment, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 205, the Cox amend-
ment, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 206, the Buyer sub-
stitute amendment to the Taylor amendment, I
would have voted ‘‘no.’’

For rollcall vote No. 207, the Taylor amend-
ment, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 208, Final Passage of
H.R. 4205, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, May 22, I was un-
able to cast votes for H.R. 3852, the deadline
extension for construction of a hydroelectric
project in Alabama, S. 1236, the deadline ex-
tension for construction of the Arrowrock Dam
hydroelectric project in Idaho, and H. Con.
Res. 302, concerning a National Moment of
Remembrance to Honor Men and Women of
the U.S. Who Died in Pursuit of Freedom and
Peace.

For rollcall vote No. 211, H.R. 3852, I would
have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 212, S. 1236, I would
have voted ‘‘yes.’’

For rollcall vote No. 213, H. Con. Res. 302,
I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
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